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THE WORSHIP

A full account of the ceremonies would require a volume.
Very briefly they may be summed up as follows :

1.   Recitation, by Brahmins, well versed in the Vedas,
of the appointed sacred passages.

2.   Worship of Ganesha.

3.   Worship  (by sacrifice and recitations of  mystic
texts) of the goddess Durga or Kali, manifested in Mysore
in Sri Chamundesvari.

4.  Mangalasnana (ceremonial oil-bathing).

5.   Kankanadharana*  His Highness, making a vow to
observe the prescribed ceremonies, ties a silk thread on
his right wrist and wears it for nine days.

6.   Pnfa is made to the sejfi, the durbar hall, the nine
planets and the historic throne.

7.   The throne is ascended and the durbar opens.

8.   The State sword, having been worshipped, is placed
beside His Highness on the throne.

9.   Offerings, sent from the various religious maths,
are presented to the Maharaja.    And offerings of 'phala
mantrakshate' are made by Brahmin priests and pandits.
Then, led by the Dewan, the durbaris (who are the chief
officers of the State and of the army; municipal coun-
cillors, leading citizens, etc.), present muzre and nazar<>
which His Highness touches and remits.

10.  The troops fire a feu-de-joie three times.

11.   The procession, blessing and salutation of  the
sacred horse and sacred elephant.

(The handsome cream-coloured State horse, his tail
stained in rainbow hues, possessed of the twelve sacred
marks and curls, wearing a jhule of golden net, knee-caps
and anklets of gold embroidered velvet, is * harnessed
with jewels'. His desire to race and prance is with no